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1.0 INTRODUCTION  

 

In accordance with 40 CFR 257.103(f)(2), Montour, LLC (Montour) submitted an Alternative 

Closure Demonstration to the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) in 

November 2020 for approval to extend the closure deadline for Ash Basin 1 (Basin 1) surface 

impoundment based on permanent cessation of the coal-fired boiler at Montour Steam Electric 

Station by December 31, 2025 and closure of the impoundment by October 17, 2028. As required 

by 40 CFR 257.103(f)(2)(x), this document serves as the annual progress report documenting the 

continued lack of alternative capacity and the progress towards the closure of the CCR surface 

impoundment. In accordance with 40 CFR 257.105(i)(20) and 40 CFR 257.107(i)(20) this annual 

progress report will be placed in the facility’s CCR Rule operating record and website. 
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2.0 CONTINUED LACK OF ALTERNATIVE DISPOSAL CAPACITY 

 

Section 3.0 of the Alternative Closure Demonstration addressed wastestreams to be accepted after 

April 11, 2021 and wastestreams that would not be accepted after April 11, 2021. This document 

provides an update on the continued lack of alternative disposal capacity for these wastestreams.  

 

2.1 WASTESTREAMS TO BE ACCEPTED AFTER APRIL 11, 2021 

 

In the Alternative Closure Demonstration, Montour requested USEPA approval to place several 

CCR and non-CCR wastestreams in Basin 1 after April 11, 2021 because there is no alternative 

disposal capacity available on-site or off-site for these wastestreams. There has been no change in 

the availability of alternative on-site or off-site disposal capacity. 

 

Bottom Ash (and Cooling Tower Blowdown) 

 

Because of the continued lack of alternative capacity available to manage this high flow 

wastewater stream, Montour continues to discharge bottom ash sluice water (i.e., bottom ash and 

cooling tower blowdown transport water) to Basin 1 until no later than December 31, 2025, which 

is when Montour intends to cease operation of the coal-fired boilers. 

 

Coal Mill Rejects (and Cooling Tower Blowdown) 

 

Because of the continued lack of alternative capacity available to manage this high flow 

wastewater stream, Montour continues to discharge mill rejects sluice water (i.e., mill rejects and 

cooling tower blowdown transport water) to Basin 1 until no later than December 31, 2025, which 

is when Montour intends to cease operation of the coal-fired boilers. 

 

Air Heater Wash 

 

Because of the continued lack of alternative capacity available to manage this high flow 

wastewater stream, Montour continues to discharge air heater wash sluice water (i.e., air heater 
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wash and cooling tower blowdown) to Basin 1 until no later than December 31, 2025, which is 

when Montour intends to cease operation of the coal-fired boilers. 

 

Economizer Hopper Wash 

 

Because of the continued lack of alternative capacity available to manage this high flow 

wastewater stream, Montour continues discharging air heater wash sluice water (i.e., economizer 

hopper wash and cooling tower blowdown) to Basin 1 until no later than December 31, 2025, 

which is when Montour intends to cease operation of the coal-fired boilers. 

 

Coal Storage Pile Runoff 

 

Montour constructed a new system to manage the coal storage pile runoff to meet its NPDES 

permit requirements and it was in place by August 31, 2021.  Coal storage pile runoff has not been 

managed in Basin 1 since August 31, 2021. 

 

2.2 WASTESTREAMS NOT TO BE ACCEPTED AFTER APRIL 11, 2021 

 

The Alternative Closure Demonstration stated that Conditioned Fly Ash and Detention Basin 

sediments would no longer be placed in Basin 1 after April 11, 2021. Because the USEPA has not 

yet made a determination on the extension request, the requirement to cease acceptance of these 

waste streams is tolled and Montour has continued to place Conditioned Fly Ash in Basin 1. The 

fly ash is collected in a dry system, moisture-conditioned and trucked to Basin 1 and placed as 

beneficial use to bring the basin grades to a minimum slope in preparation for capping and closure 

of the basin in accordance with the Permit Modification approved by PADEP.  Detention Basin 

sediments have not been placed in Basin 1 since April 11, 2021. 
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3.0 BASIN 1 CLOSURE PROGRESS 

 

The Alternative Closure Demonstration included a revised Closure Plan dated November 2020 

with a description of the schedule to complete closure of Basin 1 by October 17, 2028. Montour 

intends to begin final cover installation no later than 2026. With a total area to be capped of 143 

acres, approximately 48 acres would be capped per year on average which is very achievable for 

an impoundment like Basin 1 which has a firm subgrade over most of the area. 

 

Montour has initiated the design process to permit a borrow area adjacent to Basin 1 to provide 

additional soil to be used for closure of the basin. Montour is also revising the final grading plan 

based on the expected final grades of waste material.  
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